
    The J.E.B. Stuart Educational 

Foundation this year celebrates 

scholarship awards to its sixth 

consecutive Stuart graduating 

class. Over the past five years the 

Foundat ion has awarded 

$480,000 to help more than 200 

Stuart graduates take the impor-

tant first step to a college degree.  

     The Foundation Board ramped 

up fundraising efforts again this 

year, but we were up against a 

difficult economy, but in spite of 

a dip in donations, the Founda-

tion was pleased to be able to 

award $78,500 to members of the 

JEB Stuart Class of 2011. 

    Fortunately, a few very wel-

come contributions this spring 

made our final tally respect-

able.  We are extremely grate-

ful to our many friends.  

    The Scholarship Committee 

was especially appreciative  of  

the generosity of  our many 

donors as we reviewed this 

yearôs  43 impressive and de-

serving applicants.  Many of 

our applicants have suffered 

from the loss of at least one 

parent and two scholarship win-

ners were homeless during their 

senior year. Exhausting sched-

ules are the norm for awardees, 

including family, work and 

educational commitments, all 

while maintaining solid GPAs. 

Most also find time to give 

back to the community.  

    This year Stuart Alum Tom 

Shadyac partnered with the 

foundation on a benefit show-

ing of his film I Am. In this film 

Tom asks, ñ Whatôs wrong with 

the world?ò We think that our 

scholarship winners are part of 

the answer. They embody what 

is right with this world. 

  We hope you will agree.  

Foundation Celebrates Sixth Annual Awards  

§$78,500  to  43 recipients 

§Attending 16 different 

schools; 16 to NOVA CC 

§Average award of $1826 

declined from $2430 last 

year  

Stuartôs Own Hollywood Director 

Tom Shadyac Returns For Screening  
     Students, parents, alumni, 

neighbors, teachers and friends 

enjoyed an entertaining evening 

in March when Tom Shadyac, 

Stuart Class of ô76, came to the 

Stuart Auditorium for a screening 

of his new documentary titled ñI 

AM.ò   The film was a departure 

from his normal blockbuster 

comedies such as ñAce Ventura, 

Pet Detective,ò ñBruce Al-

mighty,ò ñNutty Professor,ò and 

ñLiar Liar.ò   

     In this film Tom explores what 

is right and wrong with the world 

today and how we can change 

it.  He stressed that change hap-

pens in small ways, through 

individual action and small 

steps.  Tomôs own life has 

changed in recent years.  He 

decided to simplify his lifestyle 

and has given away much of his 

wealth.  He feels that people 

should take only what they need 

from the earth ï not more than 

is needed so that everyone will 

have enough.  

    (continued on page 2) 
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Welcome Back Tom  

ñThank-you for your generosity, this scholarship means a lot to me and will play an important role in my life. I 

promise you I will work very hard and maybe one day be able to give something back to others and commit a great 

deed as you guys have done with me.ò 

   - unsolicited letter from 2011 Foundation Scholarship Recipient 
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    The Svendsen scholarships have 

been awarded to many of Nancyôs 

former ESOL students. It gives all 

concerned great satisfaction to know 

that Nancy continues to touch the 

lives of new ESOL students who 

learn of her legacy with these awards.  

    This year the Scholarship Commit-

tee selected an ideal candidate for the  

2011 Svendsen award: Tijani Musa .  

Nancy had  arranged for special help 

for Ismael Musa, Tijaniôs older 

brother, the year he arrived at Stuart 

from Sierra Leone. Ismael had few 

English skills and could not read or 

write. Nancy arranged for  Stuart par-

ents to tutor Ismael. Today, he has a 

good job and is a contributing member 

of the community.  

  Tijani, an excellent student, was 

admitted to George Mason University. 

Although the Musa family had come a 

long way, Tijani  needed help with 

tuition. The Eric and Nancy Svendsen 

Scholarship will assist  him to be the 

first in his family to attend a four year 

college.  Nancy would be thrilled. 

  The Svendsen Family and Friends 

have continued the legacy of former  

Stuart ESOL teacher Nancy Svend-

sen by again in 2011 contributing to 

a scholarship in her honor.  Shortly 

after her untimely death, Nancy 

Svendsenôs parents, the Cartersð

who live in Fargo, North Dakota 

where her father is an Emeritus Pro-

fessor at the University of North 

Dakotaðher two children  and other 

relatives, friends and colleagues do-

nated generously in honor of Nancy 

and her husband Eric to fund schol-

arships in their honor. After learning 

how these scholarships impacted 

studentsô lives, they have continued 

to make significant contributions.      

    For the past five years, Sotera 

Defense Solutions, formerly GTEC 

and before that, The Analysis Corpo-

ration (TAC) has funded at least two 

scholarships to be awarded to Stuart 

graduates planning to major in sci-

ence, homeland security or technol-

ogy.  Sustaining this generous com-

mitment through such major corpo-

rate transitions is as remarkable as it 

is gratifying. Soteraôs steadfast sup-

port is based on their recognition of 

the tremendous impact they have on 

the lives of two outstanding Stuart 

graduates.  

     The two Sotera Defense Solutions 

scholarship recipients from the class 

of  2011 are Jackie Phung and Wil-

liam Haynes.  William , an IB di-

ploma candidate, will continue his 

education at the University of Vir-

ginia this fall.  William is the em-

bodiment of a scholar-athlete. He 

was  one of the star performers for 

Stuartôs   football team, and he was 

also able to graduate with a GPA of 

over 4.0. 

    Jackie will attend Virginia Tech 

in the fall, where he plans to major 

in computer science.  Jackie is de-

termined to succeed, and has over-

come a serious speech disability 

which was exacerbated by the fact 

that his native language is Chinese.  

It is a testament to his courage and 

his persistence that he was able to 

graduate with effective communica-

tion skills.  Jackie is also kind and 

helpful and has spent many years tu-

toring elementary students in Math at 

the Baileyôs library. 

     We congratulate both William  and 

Jackie and know that they will con-

tinue to be a credit both to the Founda-

tion and to Sotera Defense  Solutions. 

     The Foundation wishes to thank 

Sotera for their confidence and gener-

ous support. 

We were able to collect almost 

$3000 from individual donations 

that evening.   Many alumni were 

reconnected to Stuart and we are 

hopeful that they will continue to 

support the Educational Foundation 

in years to come.   Tom, himself felt 

reconnected and remarked that his 

lifeôs path had brought him back to 

Stuart to share his new film with his 

old school.  

          (continued from page 1)  

The film had many thought provok-

ing ideas ï which was one of Tomôs 

goals in making the film.  He wanted 

to start a discussion about how we 

live our lives and be the impetus for 

change. 

     The evening was a success, espe-

cially for the Educational Founda-

tion.  Tom graciously invited the 

Foundation to collect donations and 

inform the crowd about our goals.  

Nancy Svendsen Family and Friends Create Legacy 

Sotera Defense Solutions Extends Partnership with Stuart 

Shadyac Inspires at ñI AMò Screening 

ñEven though I was 

unfortunate and not able to 

meet Mrs. Svendsen, I have 

heard great things about herò 

                      ðTijani Musa 

Svendsen Scholar Tijani Musa 
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R came to the U.S. when he was 11. 

He would have enjoyed being in-

volved in many school activities, 

but he has been the primary care-

taker of his severely autistic sister. 

He picks her up after school, takes 

her home, changes her, makes her 

food and calms her down when she 

becomes agitated. He has to do this 

so that both parents can work long 

hours to pay for expenses.  Taking 

care of his sister is a full time job; 

however, R does it with love and  

without complaint. R plans to at-

tend Northern Virginia Community 

College in the fall so that he can 

continue to assist his family. 

   One of her recommenders wrote of  

G, ñHer promise is virtually unlim-

ited; however, her financial situation 

is most dire.  Abandoned by her 

family, which also broke apart, she 

has persevered in school and has 

held several jobs.  She is a major 

force, with great presence, intelli-

gence and concern for others.ò  This 

scholarship recipient, who was 

homeless for most of her senior year, 

will be attending Berea College in 

the fall.   

    C wrote in her essay ñ College 

was never an option for me. My par-

ents never had the opportunity to 

pursue higher educationéas the 

oldest I took the opportunity to edu-

cate myself on the importance of 

going to college. To have a set of 

footprints for my younger brothers 

and sister, I took college prep classes 

and now I am planning to attend 

college.ò One of Côs recommenders 

wrote this about her, ñI  teach be-

cause of students like C. I want to 

provide students with an opportunity 

to find their dreams.  For a variety of 

reasons, some students squander 

opportunities; but not C. She seized 

them and made the most of her time 

at J.E.B. Stuart.ò 

    In a heartfelt recommendation, a   

teacher wrote this about S, ñShe has 

only been in the US for six years 

and she is still adapting to the cul-

tureéShe is interested in learning, 

works hard to do her best in all her 

classes and all projects that she at-

tempts, has the maturity to seek 

help when she doesnôt know what is 

expected of her, and all of that each 

day AFTER she has been up from 

2am to 6am delivering the Wash-

ington Post with her father, to earn 

money that the family depends on.ò  

S will continue her studies at 

George Mason University next year. 

several months. When he was able to 

resume work, it was at a lower sal-

ary.  Under these circumstances, 

Dayry was afraid that  educational 

dreams would be put on hold until 

her family could replenish savings.  

 Happily, the Mask scholarship en-

ables Dayry to enter Northern Vir-

ginia Community College this fall. 

    FRIENDS of Miss Mask con-

tinue to fund scholarships in her 

honor.  Miss Harriet ñOzzieò Mask 

was such an inspirational teacher 

that she continues to inspire former 

students to fund scholarships in her 

honor through the Foundation.   

  This year marked the fifth annual 

award of the Miss Mask scholar-

ship. Dayry Viana Rivera hopes to 

become a teacher.  She has spent 

time during high school both teach-

ing at her church and tutoring 

younger children and has found 

both to be rewarding.   

   Dayryôs  father lost his job and 

was unable to find employment for 

Meet  the Class of 2011 Scholarship Award Recipients 

Ms. Mask Presents 

Named Scholarship  

  AVID to Learn  
Advancement Via Individual Deter-

mination (AVID) is an academic 

mentoring and college preparation 

program that has helped over half of 

the Foundation 2010 and 2011 

scholarship recipients. AVID pro-

vides academic support to students 

taking IB level courses, as well as 

college and career planning.  AVID 

has significantly increased IB course 

participation of students who face 

such challenges as being the first in 

their families to go to college. Par-

ticipants respond positively to en-

couragement and support often not 

available from other sources. Over 

the past four years, 63% of AVID 

students have gone on to attend 

four-year colleges. Others attend 

Northern Virginia Community Col-

lege.  In the  2010-11 academic 

year, 204 students were enrolled in 

AVID at JEB Stuart, with another 

150 at Glasgow Middle School in 

grades 6ï8.  For information, con-

tact AVID Program Coordinator 

Eric Welch  (eric.welch@fcps.edu). 

Sotera Scholars  William 

Haynes and Jackie Phung  

The Baileys Crossroads Rotary Club sponsors the Stuart 

Interact Club and its community service mission.  The 

Baileys Club has been the Foundationôs largest organ-

izational donor over the past five years. The Foundation 

works with the Club to award scholarships to graduates 

who are active Stuart Interact club members. The five 

year total donations by the Club exceeds $20,000. 

mailto:eric.welch@fcps.edu

